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AUTHOR'S PREFACE
TO

THE SECOiSD EDITION.

I ENDEAVOURED in my volume on Hawaii, to give

a short but clear account of the state and history of
that kingdom. Since completing its pages, three years
ago, the march of events there has been rapid and
important. The extreme interest awakened in this
country by the visit to England of the young and
widowed Queen of Hawaii has called fresh attention to
the islands; and the telescope has been, as it were,
frequently turned towards their distant and faintly-
shining cluster, as if endeavouring to separate it into
its constituent and many-coloured spheres. It has,
consequently, been thought desirable to re-edit my
work, bnnging the history down to the present time.

In a series of five new chapters I have described the
blow which fell upon Hawaii by the death of its young
Prince Boyal ; the yet heavier grief of the people when
their beloved sovereign prematurely died, at the close
of 1863; the installation and progress of the English
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VIU AUTHOR S PBEFACE TO

mission for planting a scion of the Reformed Episcopal
Church in the North Pacific ; the change in the Consti-
tution effected by the present sovereign — which some
have named the Cowp d'Etdt ; and lastly, I have given

a sketch of the life and important services of Robert
Crichton Wyllie, whose death has lately taken place in
the islands.

On the appearance of my book a few angry com-

ments were made on it, chiefly by or on account of the
American missionaries. What I wrote, I strove to write
impartially, without malice and without fear. One

lady of American birth, but long resident in the islands,
eminent in literature as in other walks of life, has
suggested in print, that two gentlemen should set out
from Honolulu to Europe, for the purpose of castigating
— “not my history, but myself. Such a step would seem

a very laborious means for effecting a very small object.
Should these correctors of the press arrive, they would
perhaps find me different from what they had been led
to suppose, and not the enemy or detractor of that
great nation which is * bone of our bone, and flesh of
our flesh,' whose late agony of internal conflict we
watched so sorrowfully. A closer acquaintance might
elicit that English and American hearts beat more in
unison than they even themselves suspect; and it is
possible that ere our parting, we three might be found
kneeling together in prayer to the Common Father,

that He would, by all means, send out the light and

THE SECOND EDITION. IZ

grace and truth of Hia Gospel into every dark comer of
earth and ocean, and cause it to shine abundantly not
only on Hawaii, but on * the regions beyond.'

In the spirit of conciliation I have in this edition
withdrawn the sketch of a person who played a con-
siderable part in the earlier history of the country;
because I find that the attached friends of the late
Mr. Eichards supposed that the drawing — which was a
sketch from recollection only, and somewhat altered in
engraving — was intentionally a caricature, a thing
which was not meant.

I have enriched the present volume with a few ex-

tracts which I have been permitted to make from the
letters and journals of Archdeacon and Mrs. Mason.

http://www.archive.org/stream/hawaiipastprese00hopkgoog/hawaiipastprese00hopkgoog_djvu.txt[1/13/2016 4:37:46 PM]



Full text of "Hawaii: the past, present, and future of its island-kingdom"

I have added an important summary of the commerce

of Hawaii, and an able statement concerning the trade
and producing powers of the islands drawn up by

W. W. Follett Synge, Esq., late British Commissioner
and Gonsul-General in Hawaii, now our Consul-

General in Havana and Judge of the Court of Mixed
Commissions.

Some fresh works touching, in part or entirely, on the
islands have come into my hands ; of which the most
important is the brochure published in Boston, by the
Rev. Dr. Rufus Anderson, of which some mention will

be found in these pages.

In my chapter on the English Church Mission, I
have endeavoured to correct several misconceptions

X AUTHOR S PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

about it which have obtained currency in England,
America, and elsewhere.

Whilst re-editing a work which deals with a state of
things existing four years previously, I have been un-
able altogether to avoid some literary inconsistency.
In reproducing generally my former volume, it was
necessary to correct some figures to the present time,
and, in places, to complete the history of transactions
which were then in progress. A few paragraphs, there-
fore, belong to two periods. I can only ask indulgence
for a defect which is almost unavoidable.

I have to thank the press for the cordial and grati-
fying manner in which they noticed my former volume,
and made it known to the public. With a painful
consciousness of all its shortcomings, I commend the
present work to the attentdve consideration of my
readers.

The excellent likeness of Her Majesty Queen Emma

of Hawaii is engraved by Mr. Adlard after a photograph
by Messrs. John and Charles Watkins, of Parliament
Street.

Ajn-a 1866.

PREFACE.
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TT is not much that need be said by way of preface to
-m- this volume. Few will begin to read it who will

not soon find that it is not a book to be laid down when
it has been commenced. It is, indeed, a notable record
of a very peculiar form of our common humanity. The
character of the Sandwich Islanders is, in many respects,
one of those clearly marked developments of national

life on which we always gaze with peculiar interest,

from the distinctness with which we trace the lines of
dissimilarity to ourselves, even whilst we feel every-
where present the great underlying basis of our essential
brotherhood.

There is about these islanders a remarkable union of
the attractiveness of childhood with the strength of
maturity. And this union of diverse elements in their
nature has embodied itself strikingly in their institu-
tions, and fixed itself in their history. In this they
greatly resemble the Coral Islands of their own seas.

X11 PREFACE.

which combine in such picturesque unity the conditions
of freshness and perfection. But as yesterday, the
secret laboiurs of a million of animalculse deposited that
coral reef to chafe the blue waters, and let them sleep
in the still lagoon. Then some volcanic eruption cast

up fax above the ocean plain the mountain which startles
the eye with its abrupt suddenness of elevation — and,
now, the palm-tree, and the cocoa-nut, and the sandal-
wood, and all the prodigality of tropical nature, are
clothing every spot of the well-watered island with
fertility and grace.

This volume will conduct the reader through the

great national changes which, in our own age, have
passed over the critical youth of this people. Some of
its scenes can hardly be equalled elsewhere. The rapid
development of true principles of commerce; the

struggle for independence ; the passage from barbarity
to a great degree of refinement ; the ripening of such a
character as that of the present King — all of these are
transacted with a strange singularity of event, in the
most glowing colours before our eyes. But perhaps of

all others the religious history of the people is the
strangest. The sudden abandonment of their whole

heathen mythology — not for the verities of a sounder
faith, but from very weariness of the intolerable and
degrading burthen of heathendom itself, — and the entire
destruction of their idols, stand almost atone in the
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history of man. Most strange is it to contrast this with

PREFACE. X111

the long remaining fears of their old idols and love for
their old idolatry, nvhich in the apostolic epistles we
trace as clinging to and haunting the earliest converts
to Christianity, It is not a little remarkable, too, that
in this sudden and entire deliverance of the people from
the meshes of their old superstition, the leading instru-
ment should be a woman — a Queen-mother, strengthen-

ing the halting hands of the young and trembling king,

to break the bondage under which he groaned, but

before the threats of which he quailed.

Nor is this the only instance of the sort. It would

be difficult to find in any history the record of a nobler
act of faithful courage than that of the descent of
another noble woman into the very crater of the vol-

cano, in order to convince her countrymen that they

might fearlessly brave the supposed deadly indignation

of the evil god to whom tradition had assigned the

crater as a home, and of whose wrath it had taught the
islanders to believe that the destroying eruptions were
the manifested consequence.

All of this, moreover, has at this time a special in-
terest for us. The Eoyal Family of those islands have
long sought to cultivate an English alliance; but it
has been reserved for the present enlightened king to
seek it in the way in which it can be most certainly
secured — by planting among his people, with all the
advantages which can be derived from his own adhesion
to it, a branch of our Reformed Church. At his desire.

xiv PREFACE.

and with the concurrence of our Queen, a Bishop of

our nation has been consecrated at Lambeth, to bear

the precious seed to the distant island of his adoption.
To him is to be committed the training of the future
heir to the throne. For the Bishop's coming the public
reception of the young prince into the Church has been
postponed ; whilst to mark our gracious Queen's interest
in the movement, she, even in this day of her sorrow,
has consented to be sponsor to the royal youth, and
sends out sponsorial gifts befitting England's Queen, as
pledges of the reality of her interest in the religious
act in which, though absent, she is to partake.
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May it please Grod greatly to bless and prosper this
new undertaking of our Sovereign and her nation's
church. In venturing on it we are but paying the debt
which in virtue of our own Christianity and our own
national prosperity we owe to less favoured tribes of
men. It is surely specially appropriate that such gifts
as these, — the high gifts of the doctrine and perfect
organization of the Church of Christ, which have built
up her own liberties and greatness, should be imparted
by the Ocean Queen to her sister islands. Our relation,
too, to New Zealand adds greatly to the interest of thife
undertaking. From the New Zealand church, our own
Bishop Patteson —ciantm et venerahUe nomen — is

making his way of blessing northward through the
Melanesian group. Southward, on his way of bene-
diction, may the Bishop of Honolulu speed, until the

PREFACE. XV

two advancing currents of the living waters of the
living Gospel of our Lord knit in one long grasp the
hands of the two Island-Prelates ; and they kneel to-
gether on the shore of some jointly-conquered island,
to exclaim in grateful adoration. This hath God done I

S. OXON.

CuDDBSDON V alack:
May 24, 1862.

AUTHOR'S PREFACE
TO

THE FIRST EDITION,

WHEN a native of Tahiti was shown a map of the
world, he convicted the geographer of jealousy
and untruth in having made Tahiti so small, and other
parts of the earth so disproportionately large.

I have to apologise to a world in which there is

already a greater number of writers than readers, for
adding one miore volume to the printed burthen it
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sustains; — a book, too, about a very small and very
distant nation. I feel that in taking this responsibility
I have the public natisea audiendi against me.

Those, however, who are still left with time enough

to go through a new book, will perhaps find something

to interest them in the history, or, as I may venture to
call it, the biography of a nation, so circumscribed that
the story from its pre-historic period to the present
time embraces scarcely more than eighty years; and
relating to an island group so far removed from us in
space, that it affects our vision only like ~ some bright

XVIU AUTHOB 8 PBEFACE TO
particular star.' It is even hoped that something useful
may be learned from such a recital, in which we have
before us the life of a community, its efforts, its errors,
its failures, its escapes, its repentances; its vivacious
childhood, its noon-day struggles, and — must we add?

— Mits instructed but premature decay. If such ex-

amples afford no lesson, we are compelled to arrive at
Coleridge's melancholy conclusion, that experience is

Uke the stem-lights of a vessel, which only illumine

the track that it passed.

A book of this kind must necessarily be to a consider-
able extent a compilation. I have, consequently, made
the fullest use of what writings exist on the subject of
the Sandwich Islands, either in a separate form or in-
cluded in volumes of voyages. The industrious and
well-arranged history of Mr. James Jackson Jarvea
(Honolulu, 1847) has been of the greatest service to.

me in transactions previous to that date. A little cir-
cumspection is, of course, required in accepting the
views of an American citizen on points wherein other
nations are concerned ; and as a corrective, I had before
me Mr. A. Simpson's pamphlet entitled, * Progress of
Events,' which deals with a very important period of
Hawaiian history, the cession of the islands to this
country, through Lord George Paulet, in 1843; Mr.
Simpson, who took a leading part in that transaction,
being very much opposed to the Americans, the mis”
sionaries, and, as far as I can judge, to everybody.

THE FIBST EDITION* zix

I have consulted the Eev. S. Dibble's History (La-
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liainala, in 1843) in which is embodied the information
derived directly from the native pupils at the Govern-
znent Seminary, Lahaina*

I have found useful information scattered through
the volumes on the Sandwich Islands by Mr. Cheever,
Mr. Hill, and some other travellers.

Sir George Simpson's ' Overland Journey round the

World ' contains some chapters devoted to the Hawaiian
Archipelago. The views of that acute observer relative
to the then and the future condition of the islands are.
important and enlightened. Sir George sent me his

M.S. to see through the press, and I published it, in
two volumes, with the late Mr. Colbum, in 1847. The
arrival in England during the progress of my work, of

my brother, after a residence in Hawaii of sixteen years,
was very opportune. His emendations have been valu*
able, and I have embodied in my pages some original
information he has given me on subjects of which they
treat. His office of Director of the Government Press

at Honolulu, and, latterly, the part which he has him-
self taken in public affairs, as a member of the House
of Nobles, qualify him to speak with distinctness, as he
has been able to observe from a central point of view.

The archives of my own office and the official and
unofficial communications I constantly receive from the
islands enable me to give statistical and other informa-
tion down to the latest date.

XX author's preface to

The Rev. William Ellis, author of * Polynesian Re-
searches/ *A Journey through Hawaii, and a more

recent work on Madagascar, to which island he has just
returned, very kindly sent me his most interesting
Narrative, published in the year 1825. It is a sort of
text-booK, to all subsequent writers, of the earliest
history of the islands, their traditions and old customs,
collected by Dibble and the first American missionaries,
assisted by the natives themselves. Though a dissenter
from the Church of England, Mr. Ellis's large and

liberal mind shows itself in every line of his writing,
and in the personal intercourse with which he obliged

me. I have to thank the London Missionary Society

for supplying me with the Reports of the Boston Board

of Foreign Missions ; and I own my obligations to the
Hon. Hudson's Bay Company for permitting me to read

in their library the early editions of oceanic explorers.
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I have not, of course, omitted to examine the splendid
volumes of the United States Exploring Expedition,
commanded by Commodore Wilkes, — an officer whose
reputation will depend more on the scientific than the
belligerent part of his profession.

For earlier events I have also gleaned from the
agreeable pages of my friend the late Admiral Beechey,
in his interesting * Narrative of the Voyage of the

'« Blossom.™'

After such preparations, my book ¥dll appear but a
slight sketch of the subject on which it treats. It wa«

THE FIBST BDmON. XXI

intended for nothing more. Its design is to give a
popular but connected account of an interesting and
imperfectly known group of islands, which have had”
during eight decades, an association with our own
country, unusually close and frequent for so small and
distant a nation. If one word may be permitted as to
the execution of my task, I have to own, and that with
regret, that owing to the unceasing nature of other
occupations, I have not been able to expend on my book
so much of the lahcn' 1limcB as a writer would desire for
his own satisfaction, or the public would have a right
to expect in every printed work which solicits ita
notice.

1iOXDON : May 1862.
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THE HAWATIIAN ISLANDS.

\lo

CHAPTER L

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND ORIGIN — HARBOURS.

TO the imagination of the ancient Greek or Roman

the pillars of Hercules formed the entrance into a

dark and mysterious sea ; yet, somewhere in its un-
known waters, towards the setting of the sun, lay, in
Lis belief, the Fortunate Islands, under a clearer sky
and in a happier climate than any known in the world
of men. This dream of a land, of which they spoke
sometimes as an Elysium for departed spirits, sometimes
almost as a region which might be reached by the
living, was not altogether without an influence for good.
It kept awake a longing curiosity, which might one day
give birth to active enterprise ; it prevented the mind
from accepting the bounds of one or two inland seas as
the limits of the habitable world.

Such dreams were doomed to be dispelled, when,

eighteen centuries later, the march of geographical dis-
covery began ; but in their place was left the fact, that
the earth was larger than antiquity had taken it to be ;
and the belief gradually grew up that even another

2 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

continent lay interposed in the untraversed sea between
Europe and the Indian land. The conviction was jus-

tified by the discoveries of Columbus, and his successors.
One of the latest results of geographical research may

be thus stated : — All the continents stretch downwards
from the northern pole of our planet, and terminate in
points ; as if its waters, receding to the south, had left
bare at the lower extremities of the land the central
ridges only. In the Southern hemisphere, islands form

a partial equipoise to these continental masses of land,
and declare themselves, by several indications, to be
peaks of land, once elevated but afterwards submerged

by the increased depth of ocean. Islands elevated by
volcanic action constitute exceptions to this general
formula.
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Lieutenant Julien, of the French navy, gives, as a
farther fruit of his own investigation, that in proceed-
ing from the North to the South Pole, the ratio of land
to wat«r diminishes regularly with every parallel of
latitude.

Islands, comparatively few in number above the

Tropic of Cancer, stud the southern waters of the world

in countless abundance. Group after group spreads

onwards like the constellations of the firmament. In

size, they vary from the vast mass of Australia, and of
Borneo, with its fifty millions of inhabitants,* to little
pulos and low lagoon-islands, rising but a few feet

above the sea-level.

The whole of this tropical and southern realm of

waters has been named Oceanica, and has been divided
hydrographically, for convenience of reference, into five
districts — as the stars have been mapped out into ima-

* Its population is so reported by the bishop of Labuan.

GSOGRAPHICAL POSITION. 3

ginary figures with corresponding names. The divisions
of the Ocean World are the following : — ~To the east-
ward, POLTNESiA; comprising the Sandwich” Mar*

qv£8a8, Society, Harvey, Friendly” New Zealand, and
Samoan groups. To the south, Melanesia — inhabited

by black races ; it includes the Figi (or Feejee), New
Hebrides and SoloToon Archipelagoes, and New Owmea.
Still more south, Austbalasia— comprehending the

great land of Avstraliay and its dependencies. West-
ward, Malaibia — embracing the East India Islands,

and inhabited principally by the Malay races. These
islands, six thousand in number, contain the largest in
the world, with the exception of Australia. Lastly,
situated somewhat centrally with respect to the other
groups, a region of small isles and islets, fitly named

MiCBONESIA.

It is proposed in the following pages to give an
account of the most northerly cluster of the Polynesian
Archipelago, viz. the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands.

And if on close inspection we find reason to remove the
place of the Islands of the Blest still onward with the
retreating horizon, and discover that, amidst natural
charms and delicious climate, vice and death and sorrow
hold their place, we only confirm the poet's discovery
that-
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things which to the world belong,
So false doth sad experience find.
She learns betimes among the throng,
To bound the kingdom to the mind.*

But we shall be made acquainted with a very interesting
people, evincing an extraordinary aptitude for European
civilisation, and possessing a ' government which, youth-
ful as it is, will bear comparison with those of the best

B 8
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ruled states in Europe.'* These islands have, more-

over, a special interest to our countrymen at the present
moment, inasmuch as, at the invitation of their
sovereign, the English Episcopal Church has been

planted for the first time on their shores ; not merely,
it is hoped, to enlighten that immediate spot, but to
shed its light across the waters to other island-homes.

The importance of the Sandwich Islands, politically

and commercially, arises from their particularly central
situation. They lie in a diagonal position from south-
east to north-west, in a parallelogram rather exceeding
one formed by the 19th and 22nd degrees of north
latitude, and the 156th and 160th meridians of west
longitude ; and it will be seen, by reference to a map,
that the group is nearly equidistant from the coasts of
America and Japan, and that a radius from its centre
would touch in succession the shores of central America,
the north-west States, the Eussian territory, the Aleu-
tian Archipelago, Japan, the Philippine Islands, Torres'
Straits, New Zealand, and the Feejee Islands. And
whilst Australia is just beyond the ambit, California
and Vancouver's Island are within a shorter distance of
the Hawaiian Islands.

Thus they form an oasis in the ocean desert — a step-
ping-stone between two worlds ; and they afford a place
of refreshment of the utmost value for merchantmen

and the large fleet of whalers in the northern Pacific.
Commerce is establishing for itself a new road from east
to west, and from west to east, across the ocean ; and
we still wait in expectation to see an opening forced
through the Isthmus of Panama, by which ships may
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sail from sea to sea, carrying on the interchange of

¢ C. St Julian. — 'Report on Central Polynesia.'

IMFORTANCE OF THEIB SITUATION. 5

human labour and natural production” without the ne-
cessity of a protracted voyage round the South American
Continent, and consequent exposure in the incIemcDt

and dangerous latitudes of Cape Horn.* Should the
Darien Ship Canal be constructed, the Hawaiian Islands
will assume a far greater importance than they have

yet had, for they lie in the very path which navigation
would then take. Even now, says a recent visitor, ' the
islands, on account of their position and the extent of
cultivable land they contain, enjoy advantages above
any other of the numerous groups which lie scattered
over the Pacific Ocean.'f

Humboldt, writing before the year 1822, says — 'The

Sandwich Islanders are excellent sailors They

have attempted to build schooners, and even armed
vessels, with which they project distant expeditions.
e They have profited more from their communi -
cation with Europeans than all the other South Sea
islanders. The sphere of their ideas has been extended ;
wants have been communicated to them which they
were ignorant of; and within these twenty years they
have made a considerable progress towards that social
state which we very improperly designate by the word
"civilisation."™ . . . Perhaps this people will one day
be as formidable on the Great Ocean as the privateers
and pirates of the Bermudas and Bahama Islands and
Barbary who are dreaded in the Atlantic Ocean and the
Mediterranean.' %

The origin of the islands is clearly volcanic. This

* On the g;Iobe of John Schoner, made in 1620, and preserved in the
library of Norembeig, a passage through the Isthmus of Panama is laid
down : — an interesting anachronism.

t Hill — 'Travels in the Sandwich and Society Islands.* London, 1856.

i *Political£8say on the Kingdom of New Spain.' 1822.

6 HAWAITAN ISLANDS.
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tremendous agency, by which they were elevated from

the depths of the sea, *and which has tossed up moun-
tain peaks in Hawaii 14,000 feet above the water-level,
appears to have taken a direction from South-east to
North-west; the first exertion of force having been
greatest, and diminishing in intensity as it proceeded.
Thus Hawaii, the most Southerly island, has an area

of 4000 out of 6000 square miles, the whole super-
ficial contents of the group ; and it possesses also the
highest elevation ; the two mountains Mauna Kea and
Mauna Loa being of nearly equal altitude, viz. 14,000
feet. On the side of the latter mountain is situated the
great volcanic crater Kilauea. Next in position to
Hawaii, is the island of Maui, with an area of 620
miles, and having in its neighbourhood the smaller
islands of Lanai and Kahoolawe. To the north-west of
Maui lies Molokai, a long narrow island extending east
and west, formed by a mountain ridge, which runs its
whole length. Next comes Oahu, with an area of 530
miles. Nearly two degrees beyond Oahu is situated

Kauai, 500 miles in extent. Last in order of the

greater islands is Niihau ; and farther westward Kaula
rises, which, with one or two islets and uninhabited
rocks, shews itself the expiring effort of Plutonic energy.
The observations of Mr. Hill led him to an opposite
conclusion with regard to the direction and order in
which the islands were projected. He is of opinion that
Niihau was the first thrown up, and that the volcanic
action advanced towards the south-east, and increased

in energy till it culminated in Hawaii, the last and
largest link of the chain. As the grounds of this opinion,
he gives the more or less advanced state of the soil, the
progress of vegetation, and the cessation or diminution
of eruptions and earthquakes. Upon all these data he

THEIB OBIGIN. 7

decided Kaai to possesB the greatest antiquity, and
Hawaii the least. He feels his opinion fortified by the
volcanic activity existing in Hawaii, and by the fact
that in 1837 an extraordinary retreat of the sea took
place from the shores of that island, followed by a
returning wave, indicating great disturbance, and giving
rise to the impression that another island was about to
rise to the south-east of Hawail The phenomena do

not appear quite conclusive in establishing the relative
dates of the islands. The oldest lava in Hawaii may

be, and probably is, overlaid by newer deposits and
thus concealed ; and the present volcanic activity may
only shew that the original seat of energy remains un-
changed ; and that the action, greatest at Hawaii, ex-
panded itself in a north-west direction, — its last result
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being the rudimentary island of Niihau, and the rock
called Bird Island.*

The volcanic, though it is the primary, is not the

sole origin of the group. From the flanks of the sub-
merged mountains the coral insect builds upwards its
wonderful structure, till it emerges from the waves as a
reef, more or less distant from the shore. The antiquity
of the islands is shewn by their coralline formations,
which could only have attained their present elevation
by the incessant labours of an infinitude of insects,
acting through vast periods of time. In some places
there is a double reef; the outer line indicating, per-
haps, the slow upheaving of the base of the mountains
from the sea-bottom subsequently to its first projec-
tion, until it approached sufficiently near the surface
of the water to fulfil tbe conditions necessary to insect

* Two sligfat earthquakes hare been experienced since the commence-
ment of the present year (1862) at Honolulu. On both occasions the
motion was from east to west.

8 HAWAITAN ISLANDS.

existence. The coral reefs of the Hawaiian islands are,
however, of much smaller extent than those of more
southern groups, and only appear on some of the

coasts.

As might be supposed from the igneous origin of the
islands, no metals are found on them.* Scoriae, decom-
posed lava, with sand, &c., are the materials of the soil ;
but ledges of compact limestone are found at consi-
derable elevations above the sea ; portions of the bottom
of the ocean, probably forced upwards by the great
submarine eruptions which have produced the lofty

craters which abound. There is also found on the shore

a species of white stone, which, from the description re-
ceived of it, would seem to be analogous to the English

* clunch,' used in the restorations of Ely Cathedral ;
which, from the ease with which it is worked, is very
valuable for carved tracery. This stone, found in the
districts of Ewa and Waianae, island of Oahu, is soft
whilst Ipng in the water or under the sand, and easily
cut ; but hardens by exposure to the sun. For building
purposes there are basalt, compact lava, coral rock and
sandstone.
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e Ellia remarks a fact which appears an exception to the absence of
\ metals stated above. In jonrnejing from the village of Keapuana, in

I Hawaii to the foot of Mauna Loa, he crossed a waste or desert of fine

sparkling sand, into which the feet sank at eveiy step. It was of a

dark olive colour, and adhered readily to the magnet. Unless meteoric,

it is difficult to account for its presence ; and it recalls the tracts of steel
I or ferruginous sand abundant on some of the shores of New Zealand.

I Mr. 6K)odrich, one of Mr. Ellis's fellow missionaries, remarked also,

that when ascending the great mountain Mauna Kea, the compass,

which pointed true North whilst held in the hand, was deflected be-
tween two and three degrees to the eastward when placed on the blocks

of lava which aboimded ; and he attributed this effect to iron contained
in the mountain. May not the mass of the mountain in proximity alone
have produced the deflection ?

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS. 9

The regions of fertility lie at the bases of the moun-
tains and in the valleys” where abrasion and disintegra-
tion have proceeded for untold years, and rich deposits
of vegetable mould have accumulated. Such a vtiUey

runs up from the capital, Honolulu, among the hills ;
and from the beautiful views it aflfords, — ~its grassy
slopes, its bridged rivulets, its villas, and especially
its air, which becomes more invigorating as the road
winds upward, — ~the Nuuanu Valley is one of the
favourite rides of the residents of Honolulu.

The soil is generally thin and poor, but this is not
universally the case ; and it affords fine pasturage. On
the ~ lands,' or grazing farms, are raised large herds,
which supply meat for the whalers and merchant-ship-
ping, and thus find a ready market Vast numbers of

horses also subsist on the islands, mostly of an inferior
kind ; and it would be an advantage to the kingdom if
four-fifths of them were destroyed. They unnecessarily
consume the grass, and break the fences ; but horse-
riding is a passion with the natives of both sexes.

Some of the islands are well supplied with rivers

and streams, particularly Hawaii and Kauai. Along

the shore of Hilo, a district of that island, sixty per-
manent streams of various sizes fall into the sea ; whilst
their numerous branches and feeders thread the coun-

try, and give unrivalled facilities for irrigation.

Large forests abound, very dense, and broken with
chasms, ravines, and extinct craters. In making the
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ascent of the two great mountains in Hawaii, twelve
miles of forest have to be passed through.

The great harbour of the group is Honolulu, situated
on the south side of Oahu. It is formed by an inden-
tation of the coast, protected by a broad coral reef.
The channel through the reef has only twenty-two and

10 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

a half feet water at its shallowest part ; so that though
the harbour is commodious, vessels drawing more than
twenty feet are excluded, and lie in the roadstead out-
side, where there is excellent anchorage, except during

a Souther, or ~Kona.' 'For shipping of less draught,
pilots are in attendance, and the vessels either run
through the channel on a wind, or, more generally,

are towed in. Ships go out of hai-bour under sail, as

for nine months in the year the trade wind is blowing
seaward.

Within the harbour there is plenty of space and every
convenience. On the right hand a battery, seated on
Punch-bowl Hill, commands the port There are

wharves and warehouses, conveniences for heaving ships
down for repairs, and pipes for supplying fresh water.
A steam-dredging machine is at work deepening and
cleaning the harbour. The inhabitants of Honolulu
speak with pride of 150 sail of shipping having been
seen in their port at one time.

During the year 1859, Honolulu was visited by two
British, one French, one American, and one Russian
ships of war: 109 merchantmen* and 170 whalers
entered the harbour; whilst 19 merchant-ships and 79
whalers remained outside.

Eight miles westward, at Ewa, on the same island,

is an inland basin, in which the entire commerce of

the Pacific might lie; but this great harbour is almost
useless, from there being only twelve feet water on the
bar at low tide.

The next place of importance, as regards commerce,
is Lahaina, on the south-west or leeward side of Maui.

Five merchantmen and 116 whalers entered this road-

* This nnmber includes second and third visits of some of the vessels.

HABBOUBS. 1 1
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stead in 1859. On the north-west side of Hawaii, in
Byron's Bay, is the harbour of Hilo ; spacious, and with
a good entrance through the wide coral reef. This port
is on the windward face of the island, and is not now
much frequented. Only two merchant-ships entered it

in 1859, and forty-nine whalers. Formerly it appears

to have been a place of greater resort. In 1846, four
men-of-war, sixty-seven whalers, and thirty-four trading
schooners arrived there. Three or four other harbours
are accessible; and other parts of the coast possess un-
developed potentialities. The estuary of Pearl River
(0ahu), for example, is a port, safe, large, and deep
enough to contain all the shipping of that ocean ; but
its shallow channel will only permit small vessels to
enter.

Independent of the harbours, ships can lie at anchor
with safety in many of the roadsteads ; which, though
they are exposed, have good holding ground, have no
dangers from hidden ree& or rocks, and the winds pre-
vailing for nine or ten months in the year are more or
less fevourable, according to the bearing of the Trades
and Konas upon the coasts.

12 HAWAITIAN ISLANDS.

CHAPTER IL
PHYSICAL FEATURES AND PHENOMENA — TOLCANOES.

ON approaching the group from certain directions the
first objects which meet the sight are the two lofty
peaks on Hawaii, each 14,000 feet in height, — two miles
and a half, — one of them capped with perpetual snow,
which contrasts with the deep blue of the tropical sky
above, and with the darkness of the lava forming the
sides of the mountains. A rude and irregular outline of
high lands then presents itself; and on the north side
are seen, on a nearer view, the dark forests which clothe
the lower region of the mountains; whilst giddy
precipices front the sea, of from 1000 to 3000 feet in
perpendicular height, against whose walls the waves

beat and surge and thunder through the caverns which
they have hollowed for themselves in their ceaseless
war. In some places, streams which have united their
waters on theu* way, rush together over one of these
pcdisy or precipices, into the ocean. Still nearer, the
white foam is seen pouring in sheets over coral reefs,
of which there is sometimes an outer and inner ridge.
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The islands are generally lofty; the small isle of Lehua,
near Niihau, having an elevation of 1000 feet. The
upland region of Kauai has an uniform height above

the sea of 4000 feet. Once through the reefs, or an-
chored in a leeward roadstead, scenes of gentler beauty

PHYSICAL CONFOKMATION. 13

are discovered, — pleasant bays, with sandy shores, a
native village, often with its small chapel, and generally
with its school, sheltered by groves of palms and coker-
nut,and the deeper green of the bread-fruit tree; rivers
running to the sea, down some of whose cascades the
native girls and youths cast themselves with laughter,

and take a bath which must exceed any douche ever
experienced at the severest of our water-cure establish-
ments. At the mountain-foot grassy plains meet the

forest, roamed over by herds of cattle, which in many
instances have become wild. Coffee plantations and
sugar-cane give their verdure to the cultivated districts.

The construction of the islands being essentially vol-
canic, the character of the scenery depends on that con-
dition. Indeed, it is probable that they are but domes
concealing the vast internal fires, and the crust which
separates living nature from this great agent of destruc-
tion seems in places to be thin enough. Not that it is
to be supposed there is any want of permanence in

their existence ; forests have grown old, and a hundred
generatioDS of men have trod the hills and valleys in
security. During the late great eruption of Mauna Loa,
one of the newspapers published in Honolulu spoke of

the volcano as a national institution, of which the in-
habitants of the islands were proud, and to which they
were, perhaps, almost attached.

The crater of Kilauea is the largest active one in the
world. Other volcanoes, of great size, exist in a state
of partial or entire quiescence. The crater on Maima
Haleakala (House of the Sun), on Maui, has not been
active within the traditions of the people. Its dimen-
sions exceed those of any crater known, being nine miles
in diameter, and 2000 feet in depth. Extinct volcanoes
are very common. They are of every age, size, and

U HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.
shape; at some places crowning the summits of lofby

hills and mountains; elsewhere rising precipitously
from plains, or projecting into the ocean they form
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prominent landmarks for navigators. The singular
promontory” near Honolulu, called Diamond Head, is a
well-known instance. One uninhabited island of the
group, Molokini, is an extinct crater, crescent-shaped,
of slight elevation, with one side open to the sea.

The very remarkable salt lake, named Aliapaalcaiy
situated four miles from Honolulu, and one mile inland
from the sea, is probably the remains of a volcanic
crater. Its form is oval, being about a mile in circuit ;
its elevation above the ocean is only a few feet, and its
general depth but eighteen inches. It is a natural
evaporating pan for the production of salt, which forms
abundantly on its surface at certain seasons, even to )
beai'ing a man's weight on the deposit. The level of

the pool is slightly affected by the tides, which appear
to act through a hole which exists in its centre, and to
which it is said no bottom has been found. If a syphon-
like connection is